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“Great is thy faithfulness” was 
my grandparents’ favorite 

hymn, who came to Canada as 
teenage refugees in the late 1920s. 
They fl ed violence in what was then 
south Russia, and began married 
life as farmers in the Dirty Thirties.

We too have lived through a very 
hard year in 2020, a year unlike 
anything we have known or 
experienced before. I see God’s 
faithfulness in our MCEC family.

It is wonderful to see how 
congregations pivoted to fi nd new 
and creative ways to continue 
being the Body of Christ on earth: 
online worship, telephone trees, 
small groups, reaching out to those 
around us who have practical 
needs. I know it has been stressful, 
particularly for pastors doing new 
things every week. As Christ’s Body 
we are faithful in fi guring things out. 
And God is faithful.

It has been a year with a few 
signifi cant staff  transitions in MCEC 
staff . David Martin retired after 15 
years of leadership. Leah Reesor-
Keller accepted our invitation to 
become our new Executive Minister. 
Fanosie Legesse accepted our 
invitation to become our Intercultural 
Mission Minister. Both of them began 
formally and informally in their roles 
just as the pandemic restrictions 
settled in. They are faithful in 
responding to these calls to lead and 
serve. And God is faithful.

In Deuteronomy 31:6 we hear the 
encouragement: “Be strong and bold; 
have no fear or dread (of them), 
because it is the Lord your God who 
goes with you; he will not fail you 
or forsake you.” I know we have all 
struggled with fear in this last year. I 
am encouraged that we were faithful 
in following Jesus through those fears, 
as congregations and as an MCEC 
community. God is faithful.

Arli Klassen
MCEC Moderator

Arli Klassen
MCEC Moderator

Great is thy Faithfulness
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As I start off  my ministry with 
MCEC, I’ve been delving into the 

theme of courageous imagination. 
In this time of uncertainty within the 
church and globally, I believe we 
need to grow our capacity to dream 
and imagine a way forward, seeking 
after God. In this time, faith calls us 
to look with courage to see where 
God is already at work, making a 
way despite the challenges. Where 
do you see God at work in your 
family, in your community, in your 
congregation? This has been a 
hard year, and there are signifi cant 
challenges still ahead locally and 
globally. Yet even now, especially 
now, following Jesus calls us to be 
salt for the earth, and a city on a 
hill, to quote from the Beatitudes in 
Matthew 5:13-16. 

Perhaps your congregation is 
exploring new ways to connect with 
the community around you as part of 
a ReLearning Community cohort.

Maybe you are a pastor beginning 
your ministry, drawing on 
mentorship and peer support from 
the Transitioning into Ministry 
program to help you infuse fresh 
perspectives and energy into your 
new congregation.

You might be church council 
members looking at your structure 
and pastoral needs, prayerfully 
considering what changes may be 
needed to support the well-being of 
your congregation and its witness.  

Where is God calling you? What 
are new ways of being salt and 
light in your community at this 
time? I pray that God will grant us 
courage and faith on this journey 
together as an MCEC community, 
seeking to follow Jesus and live 
into God’s Shalom.

Leah Reesor-Keller
MCEC Executive Minister

Courageous Imagination
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Courageous Imagination: Join us for a Journey
“Who are we together? What is the church that we are becoming?”

Our gathering has three parts this year. We invite you to register for the complete weekend but you can also 
register for one or two of the times if you are unable to attend all three. Delegates should attend all three 
sessions as voting decisions will be in each.

    Courageous Journey Following God Together
    Friday, April, 23, 2021   7:30 - 9:00 p.m.

    Who Are We Together?
    Kimchi with Pablo Kim
    Saturday, April 24, 2021   10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
    Following Jesus Together While Having Diff erent Beliefs

    The Journey Forward
    Saturday, April 24, 2021   12:30 - 2:00 p.m.
    What is the Church That We Are Becoming?

Session Schedule
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Executive Council Actions
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Executive Council Members

Arli Klassen
Moderator
First Mennonite Church

Brian Quan
Assistant Moderator
Toronto Chinese Mennonite 
Church

Maciel Arias
Council Member
Toronto New Life Mennonite 
Church

Suzanne Bender
Council Member
Steinmann Mennonite Church

Steph Chandler Burns
Council Member
Erb Street Mennonite Church

Ernie Harris
Secretary
Nairn Mennonite Church

Diane Lichti
Council Member
Tavistock Mennonite Church

J.D. Penner
Council Member
Toronto United Mennonite Church

Richard Steinmann
Council Member
Steinmann Mennonite Church

Leah Reesor-Keller
Executive Minister
Ex offi  cio
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Famille Assemblée de la Grâce – 10 years

This small congregation in the Anjou neighbourhood of Montreal, 
QC has been an MCEC provisional congregation since 2018. They 
worship in the Haitian Creole language, with an emphasis on the 
Haitian diaspora in Quebec. Most recently, they connect virtually and 
worship with people from the United States, Aruba and Dominican 
Republic. “The church is not [only] the congregation in Anjou, 
Quebec, but is every individual,” says Pastor Westerne Joseph in 
a recent report. “We are now able to connect with our brothers and 
sisters all over the world through Zoom.”

Along with an international focus, they continue to support their youth 
program and young leaders, as well as the people and refugees in 
their congregation in Montreal. “Pray for us that God would continue 
to open doors for the social programs that we have,” requests Pastor 
Westerne.

We celebrate and are grateful for 10 years of ministry in Anjou, QC.

Community Mennonite Church, Stouff ville – 25 years

Community Mennonite Church in Stouff ville, ON, began in 1996 as 
an outreach from the Hagerman Mennonite Church, after people 
developed a vision to start a new church in the town of Stouff ville, 
ON. Their mission statement: “To be a growing Christian community 
seeking to love God and God’s creation, our neighbours and 
ourselves,” continues to guide them in congregational and community 
life.

They are described on their website as a little church in Stouff ville 
that gathers to worship, learn to love God and their neighbours and to 
“be a church” in all kinds of ways that they are still discovering. The 
congregation is the home of several of the founding members of the 
drama troupe, Theatre of the Beat, who have addressed numerous 
contemporary issues in their projects, and have toured extensively 
through Mennonite Church Canada. Community Mennonite Church 
members were central to erecting a plaque honoring the Town of 
Stouff ville’s founding pacifi sts who settled the local area prior to the 
War of 1812.

We celebrate and are grateful for 25 years of ministry in Stouff ville, 
ON.

Congregation Milestones
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New Congregations Join 
- Provisional Membership

Hiyaw Amalak, Ottawa 

Hiyaw Amalak (Living God) is a congregation of Eritrean and 
Ethiopian immigrants who began meeting as a congregation 
more than eight years ago. The congregation has a vision to 
reach the Tigrinya-speaking population of Ottawa as well as a 
larger call of being the presence of Jesus for all the citizens of 
Ottawa. The Eritrean diaspora community in and around Ottawa 
is greater than 8,000. 

While the congregation worships in Tigrinya, they have 
intentionally moved their youth and children’s ministries into 
English. The congregation of about 50 is led by Pastors Fitsum 
Debesay and Habte Araya. 

Their connection with MCEC began through their relationship 
with MCEC Pastors Getachew Woldeyes (Church of the Living 
Word, Ottawa) and Jonathan Abrham (Shalom Worship & 
Healing Centre, Kitchener). 

Hiyaw Amalak has joined MCEC as a congregation with 
provisional membership.

Ma Destinée, Montréal

Ma Destinée is a congregation of new believers and recent 
Haitian immigrants who began renting space for worship at 
Hochma, Montréal in 2018. Led by the dynamic pastoral couple 
of Rheau Jean-Claude & Marjory Brutus, the congregation has a 
vision to be a beacon of hope for their wider community. 

A small congregation of approximately 25 individuals, they 
have seen an increase in attendance during the pandemic as 
community members reach out for connection online. 

The congregation has an active prayer and Bible study ministry, 
run children’s day camps in the summer, and assist a children’s 
ministry in Haiti. Marjory & Rheau run MMB Coaching, a 
Christocentric multidisciplinary teaching center, which they see 
as both business and ministry. Their coaching ministry focuses 
on couples, young adults and children.  Ma Destinée has joined 
MCEC as a congregation with provisional membership.

Congregation Transitions
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Congregation Transitions

Congregations Closing

The Commons, Hamilton, ON 
- 7 Years of Ministry with MCEC

The Commons was an urban/inner-city congregation in 
Hamilton, ON, under the leadership of Randell Neudorf. 
A faith community since 2001, they became an MCEC 
emerging congregation (now provisional) in April 2013. 
They closed their doors on December 24, 2020. 

Described by Krista VanderHout who was a member 
of The Commons as a “bunch of dreamers who 
were willing to follow Jesus into a crazy experiment 
on the margins of what church could be,” they do 
not experience the closure of The Commons as sad 
news but rather as a good news story. “After 20 years 
of ministry we believe that the seeds of creativity, 
community, and innovation that God asked us to sow 
have taken root in places far beyond our little part of the 
kingdom,” she writes. “It is now time to formally close 
the last chapter of The Commons and let our family 
of Commoners take what they have learned into new 
places.” 

We celebrate the lives impacted through the ministry of 
The Commons.

The Network, Kitchener 
– 5 Years of Ministry with MCEC

The Network was a neighbourhood house church 
in Kitchener, ON, under the leadership of Devon & 
Meredith Wagler, and was an MCEC supported ministry. 
Although not yet a provisional congregation with MCEC, 
The Network was an active part of MCEC over the past 
fi ve years. Offi  cially connecting in 2015, they closed 
their doors in October 2020. We celebrate the lives 
impacted through the ministry of The Network.
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Quenton Little, Pastor, Agape 
Fellowship

I can’t say how, where or what God is 
at work during this time in our world. 
But perhaps, strangely enough, this 
may be exactly where God wants us 
to be. The world is a crazy place that 
is hard to understand. In spite of that, 
we have God, and we are still able to 
talk to God every day. The things that 
we don’t understand we can give to 
God to keep for the day and he will 
make us understand. This may very 
well be God saying to us, “Trust me, 
I got you, and I will not let you get 
lost.” Now is our time to trust God a 
bit more, talk less and listen more to 
God. And to wait patiently for God. 
The writer of Lamentations wasn’t far 
off  when they wrote: “God’s loyal love 
couldn’t have run out; his merciful 
love couldn’t have dried up. They’re 
created new every morning. How 
great your faithfulness! I’m sticking 
with God (I say it over and over). He’s 
all I’ve got left.” (Lamentations 3:24; 
The Message)

Erwin Wiens, Interim Pastor, Elmira 
Mennonite Church

I’ve been an interim pastor at 
Elmira Mennonite Church for nine 
months. I have not yet met the 
congregation, although I have visited 
some members in their driveway or 
on their porch. We have had several 
members who have contracted 
Covid-19, but fortunately, no deaths.  
We record our Sunday service 
weekly and all of our meetings are via 
ZOOM. God is teaching me and the 
entire congregation patience as we 
wait for the pandemic to give way to a 
routine of worship, singing, teaching 
and sharing food.

Fanosie Legesse, Intercultural 
Mission Minister, MCEC

I see God’s active engagement in 
the time I am in, the space I am 
invited into, the staff  I am to work 
with, and the constituency I am 
committed to serve. Yes, the title 
“Intercultural Mission Minister” is a 
visionary eff ort of the hiring body 
to describe what will unfold as the 
fruit of this offi  ce, both in a short-
term and long-term basis. I see 
God at work already in the meeting 
and interaction of people of several 
cultures, nations, languages, colors 
and socio-economic statuses. I also 
have very strong optimism brewing 
in me that comes from my trust in 
God who has been with the body 
of Christ throughout history. I know 
that the same God will also be 
with us today and for the unknown 
future. In other words, I see God at 
work in my daily functions as I try 
to use every opportunity to grow 
into this new position and be a 
more useful servant to the church. 
In addition, I believe that God will 
grant all of us the wisdom that we 
need to facilitate the interaction, 
intersection, interrelation, 
inter-dependency and inter-
empowerment of each other as we 
become an intercultural community 
of Christ.  

Beth Woelk, Associate Pastor, 
Grace Mennonite Church

In my work during the pandemic 
I have spent a lot of time on the 
phone with the elder members 
in our congregation. I call to 
encourage and often come away 
encouraged myself! I’m amazed 
at the ways God moves in hearts 
that are open and receptive 
to create growth, resiliency, 
meaning and beauty in the 
midst of our experiences and in 
whatever season of life we fi nd 
ourselves. 

New/Returning Pastors
February 1, 2020 to January 31, 2021
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KyongJung Kim, Co-
pastor, Preston and Wanner 
Mennonite Churches

I experience God when I 
read the Scripture text and 
understand the meaning of it. 
I experience God in a nature 
walk with my wife, breathing 
in the fresh air, looking at a 
night sky. I experience God 
in the worship service, prayer 
meetings and in the small 
group. I also experience God 
when I see my neighbours 
connected with others who 
are quite diff erent from each 
other. I experience God in my 
family life eating, talking and 
spending time together. Most 
of all, I experience God in my 
spirit and heart through thought, 
emotions, physical strength and 
will.

Leah Reesor-Keller, Executive 
Minister, MCEC

Since starting my role with 
MCEC in September 2020, 
I’ve seen God at work in the 
passionate and faithful pastors 
and congregational leaders who 
are fi nding creative ways to 
lead worship and support their 
faith communities despite the 
pandemic challenges.

Annika Krause, Pastor, Mennonite 
Fellowship of Montreal

I see God at work in my 
congregation in how people are 
committed to care for each other. 
People have brought food to 
those who are unwell and they 
call or Zoom with those who are 
having a hard time with the current 
restrictions and curfew in Montreal. 
And, this generosity of spirit has 
extended beyond the immediate 
context of the congregation and into 
the struggles of the people in this 
city. It is a joy to be called to serve 
here.

Matthew Bailey-Dick, Interim 
Pastor, The First Mennonite 
Church

I see congregational members 
encouraging each other, loving 
each other, joking with each 
other and prodding each other 
into new leadership roles. I see 
congregational members working 
on the front lines of COVID, side-by-
side with other healthcare workers, 
service workers, farmers and 
teachers. I see the hands and feet 
of Jesus.

New/Returning Pastors
February 1, 2020 to January 31, 2021
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Kendra Whitfi eld Ellis, Pastor, 
Waterloo North Mennonite 
Church (Ordination)

I experience God’s presence in 
many ways in the Waterloo North 
Mennonite congregation where 
I have the privilege to share in 
ministry. One of the most profound 
ways that I have witnessed God at 
work has been through an online 
grief group that emerged after 
several people had experienced 
the deaths of loved ones in our 
congregation. These experiences 
of loss and grief, as many of us 
know, have been magnifi ed during 
this pandemic time period. The 
way this group listens and cares 
for each other, along with each 
member sharing so vulnerably 
and openly is the evidence of 
the sacredness of “God with us.” 
Our God is a God with skin who 
sits among us, cries with us and 
carries what is too great for each 
of us to bear alone.

Hyung Jin (Pablo) Kim Sun, 
Pastor, Toronto Mennonite New 
Life Church (Ordination)

In my life and in my congregation, 
I experience God working in the 
midst of uncertainty. For my whole 
life, I have lived as an immigrant, 
whether in Paraguay, the U.S., and 
now in Canada. For more than 13 

Credentialed Ministers
February 1, 2020 to January 31, 2021

years, I’ve lived with a temporary 
visa status; always wondering 
and not knowing what next year 
will look like for me and my family. 
While the pandemic made the 
situation worse, the uncertainty 
that I am experiencing in this 
new reality is not that diff erent 
from what most of our church 
members have experienced. 
Yet, in the midst of uncertain life, 
we experience God’s powerful 
presence during our weekly 
Zoom gathering. We sense the 
warmth of love and care when 
we call each other. We hold each 
other tightly through our prayers. 
In each of these gatherings, 
encounters and conversations 
we experience the work of the 
Holy Spirit. I believe that we will 
continually experience God in 
this way because we are always 
immigrants, spiritually and in our 
social status, and are always on 
our journey toward a true home.  

Caleb Ratzlaff , Pastor, Westview 
Mennonite Fellowship (Licensed 
Towards Ordination)

Westview is called to be 
contributing member of the 
Queenston Street neighbourhood 
in St. Catharines. Every neighbour 
has a gift to share, and it’s 
a blessing to have talented 
neighbours. For example, 
although we’ve had to all learn 
wisdom and patience, it’s been a 
delight to discover what it means 
to support our neighbours who 
run and use the Consumption & 
Treatment Services next store. 
The community gardens are 
another example. Together with 
our neighbours, supported by 
the city, we’ve cultivated the 
earth’s gifts while learning about 
food security. We witness the 
grace of God in and through our 
neighbourhood. 35



MCEC Staff 

Brent Charette
Operations and Church
Engagement Minister
bcharette@mcec.ca

Brent oversees fi nancial, church 
engagement and legal operations 
of MCEC. Brent is available to 
your congregation as a resource 
in these areas and more.

Kevin Derksen
Regional Ministry Associate
kderksen@mcec.ca

Kevin builds relationships with 
pastors within a geographical 
area of MCEC. He will connect 
you with resources and supports 
to enhance and enrich your 
ministry.

Norm Dyck
Mission Minister
ndyck@mcec.ca

Norm works with newcomer 
congregations and church 
plants, as well as encourages 
congregational missional 
activities and disciple-making 
initiatives. He fosters intercultural 
connections across MCEC.

Sean East
Finance Manager
seast@mcec.ca

Sean oversees the day-to-day 
fi nancial operations of MCEC. 
He works with ReLearning 
Community and Informed 
Conversations. Contact Sean 
with fi nancial questions or 
concerns.

Katie Goerzen Sheard
Coordinator of Youth Events
kgoerzensheard@mcec.ca 
Katie connects with MCEC youth and 
sponsors across MCEC. She works 
alongside the Youth Ministry Dream 
Team to build relationships and 
events.

Ellen Kim
Administrative Assistant
ekim@mcec.ca

Ellen works with the Church 
Leadership Minister and the 
church leadership team to support 
the needs of our pastors and 
congregational leaders.

Fanosie Legesse
Intercultural Mission Minister
fl egesse@mcec.ca

Fanosie is educator, listener, 
mentor and bridge-builder as 
he helps to foster relationships 
between and bring a cultural 
awareness to the MCEC 
community of congregations.

David Martin
Executive Minister
dmartin@mcec.ca

David nurtures the mission of 
MCEC, alongside the Executive 
Council and staff  team. David 
fi nished his ministry with MCEC in 
summer 2020.
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Leah Reesor-Keller
Executive Minister
lreesorkeller@mcec.ca

Leah nurtures the mission 
of MCEC, alongside the 
Executive Council and 
staff  team. Leah began her 
ministry in Fall 2020.

Michel Monette
Catalyzer Minister
mmonette@mcec.ca

Michel works with new 
leaders and congregations 
in Ottawa and Quebec. 
He preaches, teaches and 
coaches those who are newly 
connecting with MCEC.

Mollee Moua
Administrative Assistant
mmoua@mcec.ca

Mollee provides support 
to the mission offi  ce in 
MCEC. As our event 
planner she is busy helping 
to plan retreats, events and 
Annual Church Gathering.

Al Rempel
Regional Minister
arempel@mcec.ca

Al works with congregations 
and pastors on behalf of the 
church leadership team. He 
helps congregations discover 
God’s leading through 
Informed Conversations.

Marilyn Rudy-Froese
Church Leadership Minister
mrudyfroese@mcec.ca

Marilyn works closely with 
pastors, chaplains and leaders 
and supports them in their calling, 
formation and placement as 
ministers and chaplains throughout 
MCEC.

Joan Schooley
Administrative Assistant
jschooley@mcec.ca

Joan is administrative assistant 
to the Executive Minister and 
Operations Minister. She can be 
found working at the reception 
desk.

Cathrin van Sintren-Dick
Regional Ministry Associate
cvansinterndick@mcec.ca

Cathrin builds relationships with 
pastors within a geographical 
areas of MCEC. She will 
connect you with resources 
and supports to enhance 
and enrich your ministry.

Lisa Williams 
Director of Communications
lwilliams@mcec.ca

Lisa connects congregations 
through sharing stories of God’s 
ministry in and through the people 
of MCEC and MC Canada.

MCEC Staff 
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Mennonite Church Canada

1Mennonite Church Canada Annual Report - Looking back on 2020

Executive Minister’s report
“I will build my church.” (Matt. 16:18); I am with 
you always, until the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20).

With the recent release of the 
Voices Together hymnal, my 
familiarity with Hymnal: A 
Worship Book will soon fade. 
Like many of you, I have turned 
to that book weekly for worship 
planning. As a result, lyrics and 
tunes often come to mind during 
the blessings and challenges 
of my day. One hymn that has 
remained close since the middle 
of March is hymn #570 “We 
walk by faith.” Centered around Jesus’s post-resurrection 
encounter with his disciples in John 20:19ff, the hymn 
speaks of abounding hope. Though we cannot “touch 
his hands and side, nor follow where he trod, yet in his 
promise we rejoice, and cry, ‘My Lord and God!’”

Since mid-March I have been repeatedly asked if I worry 
what COVID-19 will do to the Church. I respond that I’m 
not worried about the future of the capital “C” church 
because it is sustained by the promises of Jesus and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit. In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus 
says he will build the church and that he is always with 
us.

I am concerned, however, about denominational 
ecclesiology, leadership structures and the expressions 
of the church in our localities (church with a small “c”). 
Indeed our larger, nationwide church has sensed shifts 
for some time and even acted in response to some of 
them, with the Future Directions Task Force. COVID-19 is 
accelerating further change at a pace we didn’t predict or 

plan for. Many of you are experiencing this in your local 
church setting. You know that, when the pandemic is over, 
we won’t return to church as normal. In these uncertain 
times, “we walk by faith, and not by sight,” just as Jesus’s 
disciples did. 

A sincere and heartfelt thank you to the hundreds of 
people serving in our nationwide church with your time, 
talents and abilities. For some it has been a very difficult 
summer and fall, yet we press on in faith and hope. May 
we all continue to draw strength from each other and 
from the One who “we believe (is) near.”

I’m excited to share with you the formation of three 
new groups giving leadership to our denomination in 
the coming year. While given a nationwide focus, these 
groups will also have expressions at regional church and 
congregational levels:

• Community of Spiritual Leaders (COSL)
Recommended by the Future Directions Task Force, the 
development of a COSL is now underway. The group will 
assist our denomination in nurturing a strong Anabaptist 
identity, discern issues facing the church, provide 
encouragement and support for spiritual leaders, help 
develop leadership and support credentialing and mutual 
accountability. The first COSL meeting is in December 
2020. 

• Sustainability Leadership Group (SLG)
This group will consider ways in which our denomination 
can improve its environmental, social and economic 
sustainability, in the present and in the long-term.

• Intercultural Church Steering Committee (ICSC)
This steering committee will work as a group of “ecclesial 
cartographers” – church map-makers, charting a path for 
Mennonite Church Canada to become an intercultural 
church that embraces cultural diversity and learns from 
our BIPOC brothers and sisters. Initial work may include 
exploring and arranging training sessions on intercultural 
awareness and hosting a symposium where BIPOC 
participants meet to make recommendations for our 
nationwide church.

Submitted by
Doug Klassen
Executive Minister
dklassen@mennonitechurch.ca
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As the nationwide bookstore and resource centre, 
CommonWord is privileged to have regular interactions 
with avid readers, small group leaders, pastors and 
others within our Mennonite Church Canada family and 
across the ecumenical church. We also serve the needs 
of the Canadian Mennonite University community on the 
Shaftesbury campus in Winnipeg, Man. In all we do, we 
strive to make Anabaptist and related resources easily 
available to buy, borrow or access online. Here are our 
2020 highlights:

Three new website resources available to 
congregations
• On May 5, CommonWord helped launch 

Mennonite Central Committee’s revised website, 
abuseresponseandprevention.ca. This collaborative 
project hosts resources on abuse, family violence, 
clergy sexual misconduct and more. 

• On June 1 we launched our new website at 
commonword.ca. This more robust and user-friendly 
web platform makes it simpler to buy, borrow or 
access Anabaptist resources online.

• In November, CommonWord helped launch 
togetherinworship.net with Together in Worship. 
Together, we curated over 1,500 digital, Anabaptist 
worship materials, including visual art, music, videos 
and words for worship, with more to come. All 
are available for free from Together in Worship or 
CommonWord.

Resource promotions
• This fall’s CommonRead title was Signs of Life. 

Beginning in January, we encourage congregations to 
read I Am Not Your Enemy, a collection of sacred 
stories about reconciliation and justice. 

• Wrongs to Rights, 
a Mennonite Church 
Canada study 
resource on the 
UN Declaration 
on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, 
is now free through 
CommonWord. This 
work is relevant even 
more now that the 
federal government 
has tabled Bill C-15. 

• For many months we have actively promoted 
materials that relate directly to current issues such as 
the pandemic and racial injustice. We encourage you 
to engage these important conversations.

New resources
• This fall, Mennonite Church Canada and MCC 

released Be It Resolved, a 450-page anthology 
of over 90 documents detailing commitments 
Anabaptists have made to Indigenous justice and 
decolonization.

• In late November, the long-awaited Voices Together 
hymnal editions arrived. Individual or small orders of 
the pew, accompaniment and large-print editions, and 
CDs, can be placed with CommonWord. Bulk copies 
and digital recordings can be purchased directly 
through MennoMedia. 

• We stock all Herald Press titles (to buy or borrow), 
including The Jesus Way: Small Books of Radical 
Faith. Curricula and periodicals continue to be 
available directly through MennoMedia.

CommonWord has been directly impacted by COVID-19. 
I am grateful for church and university support as we 
guided our ministry through various levels of pandemic 
restriction; for our staff who weathered temporary 
layoffs, worked from home and adapted to greater online 
customer service; and for your continued trust as we 
advance resources that seek to strengthen the church – 
even, or perhaps especially, in these strange times.

Submitted by Arlyn Friesen Epp
Director of CommonWord
afriesenepp@commonword.ca

Together in Worship leadership team.
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Indigenous-Settler Relations
Highlights from 2020:

Federal government tables Declaration legislation

For the past five years, Indigenous-Settler Relations (ISR) 
has worked tirelessly alongside Indigenous organizations 
and faith communities advocating for federal legislation 
to implement the UN Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples in Canada. On Dec. 3, we 
realized a significant step toward that goal when the 
federal government tabled Bill C-15, An Act Respecting 
the UN Declaration. “It is a good day!” said Chief 
Wilton Littlechild, former Commissioner of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission of Canada. If Bill C-15 
reaches Royal Assent, it will affirm the Declaration’s 
application in Canadian law and provide a framework to 
align law and policy with the minimum standards and 
rights affirmed in the Declaration. To read the full text 
of the legislation, see Bill C-15. To read the Declaration 
Coalition’s statement of support (ISR is a signatory to 
this Coalition) and resources for further learning, visit 
declarationcoalition.com.

Be It Resolved: remembering our covenant promises 
After a year of research, editing and design-work, 
ISR released our 
latest resource, 
Be It Resolved: 
Anabaptists & 
Partner Coalitions 
Advocate for 
Indigenous Justice. 
This anthology, 
co-produced by 
Mennonite Church 
Canada and MCC, 
brings together 
over 90 documents 

that trace the history of Anabaptist commitments to 
Indigenous justice and decolonization since the mid-
1960s. With an eight-session study guide, our prayer is 
that congregations, small groups and the regional ISR 
working groups will find Be It Resolved an empowering 
resource that nurtures joy and courage. Joy as we grow 
in awareness of the covenants we have made to right 
historic wrongs, and courage to “flesh” these sacred 
promises into the present with collective action. May it 
be! Read an interview and article about this resource. 
Order through CommonWord.

Evangelical Fellowship of Canada makes seven 
commitments for right relations
In 2019, the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada (EFC) 

formed an 
ISR Working 
Group in 
response to 
a call from 
Indigenous 
Christian 
leaders for 
the EFC to 
look back at 
its history of 
engagement 

with Indigenous peoples and identify barriers to 
meaningful and sustained evangelical work that moves 
toward reconciliation. ISR, on behalf of Mennonite Church 
Canada, was invited to participate in this group, along 
with reps from other denominations. Through online 
meetings over many months the group drafted a set of 
seven commitments (together with a background paper) 
that the EFC is now taking up in pursuit of right relations. 
These commitments were publicly released in June. These 
significant promises could, over time, have a real impact 
on the larger evangelical community. EFC is now creating 
(based on the guidance of the EFC ISR working group) an 
Indigenous Advisory Council that will inform EFC’s work 
on the implementation of the seven commitments. Read 
an interview with EFC. 

Good things are happening. Stay tuned for more in the 
months ahead!

Submitted by Steve Heinrichs
Director of Indigenous-Settler Relations
sheinrichs@mennonitechurch.ca
mennonitechurch.ca/indigenous

EFC ISR Working Group.
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International Witness
This year I learned gratitude as I witnessed individuals 
and congregations across Canada, despite many changes 
and challenges, reach out to brothers and sisters around 
the world with gifts of prayer, encouragement and 
financial support. It is a true testament to God’s Spirit 
moving among us that we chose to open our hearts even 
as we were forced to close our doors. Here are some 
stories about the work of International Witness (IW) 
in 2020. Click on the links throughout to read the full 
stories.

International Witness invites congregations to 
participate in Witness Support Networks
In 2020 five groups of congregational representatives 
met online with Witness workers and international 
partners forming Witness Support Networks. Each 
Network supports one specific ministry, and receives 
updates and information about that ministry from 
Witness workers. Witness Support Networks provide a 
way for congregations in our nationwide family of faith 
to connect more closely with international ministries 
and partners. We have much to learn from each other. 
For more information, visit mennonitechurch.ca/witness-
support-networks.

Support shown for Witness workers and ministries 
through 
COVID-19 
shutdown
Experiences 
around the 
world varied 
and yet were 
strangely the 
same while 
COVID-19 
drastically 
changed 
plans for 
everyone. 

All our Witness workers were able to stay in their places 
of ministry and continue working during various levels of 
shutdowns. The Witness Support Network for ministry in 
the Philippines provided extra funding to help support the 
program there as local income from coffee sales dried up. 

New initiatives supported by IW include:
• a focus on Anabaptist training through a resourcing 

network in Asia,
• social enterprise in Burkina Faso,
• literacy classes in Congo,
• income generation in Thailand and 
• an agreement to learn together with Bethlehem Bible 

College. 

Walking alongside our global brothers and sisters in 
times of crises

We prayed for 
and with brothers 
and sisters in 
the Philippines 
and Vietnam 
as typhoons hit 
their countries. 
We stood beside 

Mennonite Church 
Colombia as they issued a strong, public call for peace 
amid violence and displacement in experienced in rural 
communities. We learned from the Palestinian Christian 
community through conversations with Bethlehem Bible 
College staff. We contacted leaders and prayed for peace 
in the war-torn Tigray region of Ethiopia.

International Witness Sunday strengthens 
relationships across nationwide community of faith

Congregations 
across our 
nationwide 
community 
of faith 
took part in 
International 
Witness 
Sunday 

in October. This will be an annual event that not only 
celebrates the work of IW but invites participation 
and mutual learning, giving and sharing between our 
Canadian congregations and our global brothers and 
sisters. Videos, worship resources and more are available 
at mennonitechurch.ca/IW-Sunday.
   
Submitted by Jeanette Hanson
Director of International Witness
jhanson@mennonitechurch.ca
mennonitechurch.ca/international-witness

Pastors serving in Tigray region.
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Mennonite Church Saskatchewan 2020 Annual Report 
 
Mennonite Church Saskatchewan (MC Sask) is a community of 25 congregations who have 
covenanted together to be Christ Centred & Sent. We support each other in ministry, do 
things together which we cannot do alone, are church together throughout the province, and 
connect to the larger Mennonite Church body through Mennonite Church Canada and 
Mennonite World Conference.  
 

As we were preparing to DDeepen Our Walk with Each Other & The World at the 2020 MC Sask 
Delegate Sessions in March, everything came to a halt. “COVID”, “pivot”, and “Zoom” filled our 
everyday language as the year we were anticipating did not come to fruition. And yet, as a resilient people, 
the work and life of MC Sask adapted and continued as we found new ways to walk with each other and 
the world. 

Congregational Transitions 
Throughout the year, transitions continued to take place in creative, ‘COVID-safe’ ways, with virtual or 
outdoor attendance making many of the following events possible.  
On May 31, the life of Superb Mennonite Church (MC) was celebrated as the congregation held their 
final worship service and brought their ministry to a close. On August 23, the MC Sask community 
gathered at Zoar MC to celebrate the ordination of their pastor, Andrea Enns-Gooding. In 
October, Zoar MC also celebrated their 110th Anniversary. This event was bittersweet as Zoar MC has 
decided to close their doors in the spring of 2021. Josh Wallace completed his term as pastor of Warman 
MC in January to enter into church planting with his wife, Cindy. Grace MC, Regina, celebrated the 
ministry of Rose Graber as she retired at the end of June and welcomed Rodney Hennessay as their 
new pastor on October 1. Claire Ewert Fisher concluded her interim ministry at Rosthern MC and 
became co-pastor at Mount Royal MC. Ed Olfert concluded his ministry at Grace MC, Prince Albert, at 
the end of December. 
  
The Work of the Church: Regionally, Nationwide, Internationally 
As 2020 began, Scott Feick and Sarah Unrau served in interim roles in youth ministry, but when 
COVID restrictions arrived, all MC Sask youth programming ceased. Our camps (Elim, Shekinah, 
Youth Farm) were significantly impacted by the lack of programming and rentals, however, building 
upgrades and outdoor activities (like a Fall Pastor’s Gathering, Corn Maze) were able to take place when 
guidelines allowed. We had the unique opportunity to gather with sisters and brothers across MC 
Canada on a weekly basis over the spring and summer by participating in online worship services, which 
several of our congregations and pastors, and Rosthern Junior College, provided as well. MC Sask has a 
long history of supporting the work of MC Canada and International Witness, and this year we have 
seen the support and engagement of this work increase in exciting ways. The work of the church opens us 
up to mutually transformative relationships that allow us to deepen our walk with our neighbours across 
the street and around the world. 
 

While 2020 was not the year we expected, and we certainly mourn the losses we have experienced, we are 
grateful for the ongoing support, prayer and work we do together as we seek to be Christ Centred & Sent! 

Sincerely,  
Your staff, 

Ryan, Kirsten, Josh & Marianne 
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The Church: People not Buildings 
     
A popular saying circulated in March, as church doors closed 
to in-person worship. We were reminded that the church has 
not “closed” due to the pandemic, because the church is 
people, and not buildings. In 2020 we saw people across our 
nationwide family give life to this truth. 

Flexibility - Our MCA delegate sessions were cancelled one 
week before they were to take place and MCA Executive 
requested a one-week delay to prepare for online sessions. At 
the tip of the iceberg of uncertainty, congregations and 
delegates were supportive and adapted. Over the weeks, as 
one upcoming event after another was cancelled, staff, 
committees and volunteers took up the challenge to explore 
what could happen, instead of what couldn’t.

Celebration & Connection - Perhaps ironically, 2020 was a 
year of connection. Tim Wiebe-Neufeld (Executive Minister) 
was more frequently and deeply involved in congregational and 
pastoral support. Pastors Council met more often, 
encouraging one another, updating resources and adjusting to 
changing needs. In a small window of opportunity, pastors 
were able to meet in person for a retreat. During the November 
congregational check-in, we listened as each congregation 
shared challenges and celebrations in 
their COVID journey.

New Initiatives - Virtual connections 
flourished in 2020. Donna Entz 
(North Edmonton Ministries) and Jon 
Olfert (Camp Valaqua) hosted two 
series exploring how to Engage in 
relationships that transcend culture, 

1

Year 1 of E3, a 3-year action 
plan, focused on “in life.”  
The E3 Reference Group 
prepared a bucket list of 
ideas to deepen our faith 
and encourage new spiritual 
practices.  

Click here for all things E3. 

Other E3 resources include:
• Weekly prayers shared 

with congregations 

• Reflections on encounters 
with Christ can be found in 
the Communiqué, in 
Canadian Mennonite and 
on the MCA website

• Pandemic-friendly 
resources guided 
congregations in worship 
on September 27

• The online Advent 
Calendar encouraged the 
practices of Lectio Divina 
and Visio Divina

• CommonWord curated a 
list of E3 resources 

In 2021 we will move to 
Year 2, “in community.” 

 ANNUAL REPORT 2020 
MCA consists of 12 congregations with 1100 participants worshiping in 5 languages.

MCA churches provided 6 worship services for our MC Canada family
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race and faith. NEM Book clubs, dialogues and scriptural 
reasoning classes moved online, creating opportunities for 
people across the province to become involved. Online 
Weekly Prayers grew out of Pastors Council as a way to 
deepen our prayer lives and to uphold one another.

Generosity - Early uncertainty 
about how giving might be affected 
by the pandemic proved unfounded, 
as congregants demonstrated that 
their commitment to giving ran 
deeper than the passing of an 
offering plate. Camp Valaqua 
families donated children’s 
registrations when summer 
programming was cancelled. The 
Hike-a-Thon far exceeded its 
previous donation record. Seven 
young adults received student bursaries, encouraging 
exploration of faith, education, career and life. Financial gifts to 
the Calgary Chin 
Church will enable 
them to move into 
their new church 
home soon.    
Witnessing this 
outpouring of 
support first-hand is 
one of the privileges 
of being involved in 
MCA.

Hope for the future 
- We march on! 
Faith Studies will 
take place this year, 
either online or in 
person, and we are 
confident that there 
will be a summer Camp program even if creative juices are 
tapped deep. Ongoing congregational support continues to be 
a priority, as congregations explore how to provide activities 
beyond worship with children, families, young adults and 
seniors. We pray that in 2021 the doors may be opened to 
respond to the invitation for teaching and fellowship with South 
Sudanese churches in Ethiopia.

I look to the year ahead with confidence. I see the significant 
things we are able to do as MCA and as part of our nationwide 
faith family, and celebrate being church together! 

Brenda Tiessen-Wiens 
Moderator

2

Staff transition: In July we 
said “goodbye” to June Miller 
and “hello” to Ruth Bergen 
Braun in the position of 
Communications Coordinator. 
Together with the Community 
Building and Program 
Committee, June and Ruth 
have added lighter moments to 
church life, encouraging 
sharing and stories of 
engagement on social media, 
on the website and in the 
Communiqué.

www.mcab.ca launched in 
February, providing a new 
home for our growing content. 
An important addition to the 
website is a page with 
information and resources on 
reporting misconduct in our 
church community.

Important dates:
March 20-21 - MCA Annual 
Delegate Sessions and 
worship 

July 2022 - 
Mennonite World 
Conference, 
Indonesia; 
Rebecca Janzen 
is our MCA Global 

Youth Summit delegate 

July 2022 - MC Canada 
Gathering, Edmonton

Mennonite Church Alberta
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The MENNONITE CHURCH BRITISH COLUMBIA (MCBC) Story to the Nationwide Regional 
Churches for 2020, Submitted by Garry Janzen, Executive Minister 

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.  Hebrews 12:2 
 
A popular song that many of us have sung in our churches over the past number of years is, “Jesus, Be the 
Centre.”  Over the past decade we have become familiar with the clear understanding of what it means to be an 
Anabaptist Christian from Palmer Becker’s writings: Jesus is the Centre of our Faith, Community is the Centre of 
our Lives, and Reconciliation is the Centre of our Work. We have come to embrace centredness as an image of 
our relationship to Jesus.  MCBC has had a Restructuring Task Group that has been working over a period of two 
years to find a way to live into MCBC’s key themes.  After a year of much theological discussion, the Task Group 
has moved to a centred model, and is suggesting Hebrews 12:2 as our MCBC theme verse, “Let us fix our eyes on 
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.” Our ministry themes are: Cultivating Anabaptist Vision, Engaging 
God’s World, and Growing Community. The MCBC Leadership Board is proposing the outcomes of this 
restructuring process to our 2021 Annual Gathering in February for discernment and approval.   
 
A task group was formed this year to figure out the sale of the property of the former Clearbrook Mennonite 
Church.  The progress of this work will be presented to the 2021 MCBC Annual Gathering.   
 
Ever since March of 2020, our congregations have been trying to figure out what they can and cannot do 
according to the COVID-19 government restrictions, and according to what we understand to be safe practices.  
The amazing piece about these restrictions is that they are like the Gospel – they ask us to stay six feet away 
from others and to wear masks in order to keep the other person safe.  This is the Gospel in that we are being 
called to think of others first before thinking of ourselves.   
 
We had the privilege of conducting our 2020 Annual Gathering in person at Cedar Valley Church in Mission on 
February 29th.  It was one of the last things we did safely in person without masks on.  We have converted our 
monthly pastors’ lunch gatherings into virtual gatherings on Zoom.  We started weekly in the spring and have 
now gone to bi-weekly and monthly.  Our congregations have learned so much about how to meet virtually.  
While most of us long for the day when we can meet in person, without masks, and give each other hugs, we 
have found meaningful ways to be the church in a pandemic.  Even our Nationwide gatherings of the Executive 
Staff Group and the MC Canada Joint Council have managed as fully virtual meetings, but with a deep longing for 
the day when we will be in person again. 
 
As we are now in a stage of extensive transmission of the COVID-19 virus, we will not be meeting in person until 
probably Easter 2021.  This means that our MCBC Annual Gathering will be virtual on February 27th, 2021.  We 
plan to keep it to three hours on Saturday morning.  All the verbal presentations will be pre-recorded, and 
delegates will be expected to watch these ahead of time, as well as read the written reports.  Our meeting will 
primarily be discussion in response to these reports and related decision making. 
 
In the midst of all the pandemic restrictions, we have had an ordination, with a small group gathered in person 
and the rest of the participants gathered on Zoom, including family members from other parts of BC and the 
USA.  We have also done pastoral searches, candidated and welcomed new pastors.  We have not yet done an 
installation service, due to the latest restrictions on in person gatherings. 
 
2020 will certainly be a year to remember – with God at work, and the church trying to figure out what engaging 
in God’s work looks like in the midst of a pandemic on a daily basis.  Many good plans were just not able to 
happen. We have also learned some things that will serve us well into the future which we will keep. 
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