












It’s been inspiring to work with the 
leaders of all fi ve of our Area Churches 
(MCBC, MCA, MCSask, MCM, MCEC) 
on our Future Directions process. 
Across all the regions of our church, 
delegates and leaders at annual 
meetings and gatherings have provided 
helpful insights into the challenges and 
opportunities we face together as a 
national family. 

As congregations, some are wrestling 
with decline and disagreement while 
others are challenged to engage energy 
and vitality. In addition to unique 
initiatives, you have maintained your 
regular worship patterns, run Sunday 
schools and Bible study groups, 
ministered to youth, families, young 
adults, and seniors, done community 
outreach, supported camp workers, 
engaged with MCEC ministry, and 
partnered with MC Canada Witness 
workers overseas.

   Humbly Proud of My Church
                                          Willard Metzger, MC Canada Executive Director              
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Our own Future Directions process 
has created uncertainties. How will 
we decide what is important to do 
together? How will we fund what we 
need to do together? Despite all these 
uncertainties, you have continued to do 
what the church does best: serve others 
by extending the peace of Christ. 

In MCEC alone, 40 congregations have 
welcomed 59 families of 194 refugees 
in 2016. That’s roughly 40% of MCEC 
congregations!

A number of MCEC congregations have 
participated formally or informally in 
the work of trying to fi gure out what 
it means to reconcile with Indigenous 
Peoples. Many will be participating in 
a 600-km Pilgrimage for Indigenous 
Rights this spring. The route will take 
walkers through treatied lands from 
Kitchener-Waterloo to Ottawa. 

The times we live in seem to be 
growing more uncertain with each 

passing day.

A change in government in the USA 
has created many uncertainties. 
There is civil unrest around the world. 
Fifty-four per cent of world-wide 
refugees in 2015 poured out of Syria, 
Afghanistan, and Somalia, according 
to the United Nations. Policies are 
rapidly changing. How will Canada 
and the USA get along when our 
governments seem ideologically 
opposed?

In Canada, we are still trying to 
understand the complexities of the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 
What exactly does it mean for us as 
Christians, and particularly as churches? 
How do we go about reconciling 
relationships with Indigenous Peoples?
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“May God bless us 
as we continue to 

do what we do best: 
Extending the peace 

of Christ in our 
service to others.”

- Willard Metzger

In Steve Carpenter’s book, 
Mennonites and Media: Mentioned 
in It, Maligned by It, and Makers 
of It, the author writes that 
Mennonites as a group have batted 
well above average for their size 
when it comes to our presence in 
the media.

I would add, more importantly, 
that we bat well above average in 
ministry, too.  For all of this, I am 
humbly proud of you – because 
you are a gift from God. Gifts 
deserve to be celebrated! And 
celebrations are created out of 
gratitude.

Thank you for being the church 
so needed in the world today. 
I celebrate you! May God bless us 
as we continue to do what we do 
best: extending the peace of Christ 
in our service to others. ◊

1. Agape Fellowship
2. Avon Mennonite Church
3. Bethany Mennonite Church
4. Bethel Ethiopian Evangelical Church
5. Bethel Mennonite Church (Elora)
6. Blenheim Ecumenical House Church
7. Bloomingdale Mennonite Church
8. Breslau Mennonite Church
9. Brussels Mennonite Fellowship
10. Calvary Church Ayr (Mennonite)
11. Calvary Mennonite Church
12. Cassel Mennonite Church
13. Chin Christian Church (Kitchener)
14. Chin Christian Church (Ottawa)
15. Church of the Living Word in Ottawa
16. Community Mennonite Church of Stouffville
17. Community Mennonite Fellowship
18. Crosshill Mennonite Church
19. Danforth Mennonite Church
20. East Zorra Mennonite Church
21. Église Évangélique Mennonite de Joliette
22. Église mennonite Ichtus
23. Elmira Mennonite Church
24. Erb Street Mennonite Church
25. Erie View United Mennonite Church
26. Faith Mennonite Church
27. First Hmong Mennonite Church
28. First Mennonite Church
29. Floradale Mennonite Church
30. Freedom Gospel Ethiopian Church
31. Grace Lao Mennonite Church
32. Grace Mennonite Church
33. Grace New Life Mennonite Church
34. Hagerman Mennonite Church
35. Hamilton Mennonite Church
36. Hanover Mennonite Church
37. Harrow Mennonite Church
38. Hawkesville Mennonite Church
39. Hillcrest Mennonite Church
40. Hochma
41. Hunta Mennonite Church
42. Jane Finch Faith Community
43. Kingsfi eld - Clinton
44. Kingsfi eld - Zurich Mennonite Church
45. KW House Church
46. Lao Canadian Evangelical Mennonite Church
47. Lao Christian Fellowship
48. Leamington United Mennonite Church
49. Listowel Mennonite Church
50. Living Water Community Christian Fellowship
51. Mannheim Mennonite Church
52. Maple View Mennonite Church
53. Markham Chinese Mennonite Church
54. Markham Christian Worship Centre
55. McArthurs Mills Christian Fellowship

56. Medahnialem Ethiopian Evangelical Church
57. Meheret Evangelical Church
58. Mennonite Fellowship of Montreal
59. Milverton Mennonite Fellowship
60. Mississauga Mennonite Fellowship
61. Nairn Mennonite Church
62. Niagara United Mennonite Church
63. Nith Valley Mennonite Church
64. North Leamington United Mennonite Church
65. Open Table
66. Oromo Evangelical Church of Ottawa
67. Ottawa Mennonite Church
68. Petitcodiac Mennonite Church
69. Pioneer Park Christian Fellowship
70. Poole Mennonite Church
71. Preston Mennonite Church
72. Quest Christian Community
73. Rainham Mennonite Church
74. Refuge de Paix
75. River of Life Fellowship
76. Riverdale Mennonite Church
77. Rockway Mennonite Church
78. Rouge Valley Mennonite Church
79. Shalom Worship and Healing Centre
80. Shantz Mennonite Church
81. Soul House
82. St. Agatha Mennonite Church
83. St. Catharines United Mennonite Church
84. St. Jacobs Mennonite Church
85. Steinmann Mennonite Church
86. Stirling Avenue Mennonite Church
87. Tavistock Mennonite Church
88. The Commons
89. The First Mennonite Church
90. The Gathering Church
91. The Network Church
92. The Village International Mennonite Church
93. Toronto Chinese Mennonite Church
94. Toronto Mennonite New Life Church
95. Toronto United Mennonite Church
96. Tree of Life/Arbre de Vie
97. Valleyview Mennonite Church
98. Vineland United Mennonite Church
99. Wanner Mennonite Church
100. Warden Underground
101. Waterloo North Mennonite Church
102. Waterloo-Kitchener United Mennonite Church
103. Waters Mennonite Church
104. Wellesley Mennonite Church
105. West Hills Mennonite Fellowship
106. Westview Christian Fellowship
107. Wideman Mennonite Church
108. Wilmot Mennonite Church
109. Windsor Mennonite Fellowship
110. Zion Mennonite Fellowship
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Extending the Peace of Jesus Christ
making disciples • growing congregations • forming leaders
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