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Website: www.mcec.ca

lEADERSHIP FORMATION FUND:

Theological Leadership Development
Policy Statement
Mennonite Church Eastern Canada (MCEC) seeks to encourage and support persons who are considering ministry in the church to obtain training and education through approved programs that will equip them for ministry in the Mennonite Church.

Purpose of fund: to assist current pastors, aspiring leaders and lay leaders in MCEC to obtain theological education and training for congregational ministry and/or chaplaincy. 

This includes:

· Students who are preparing for pastoral ministry in MCEC, 

· Pastors or lay leaders in ministry positions in MCEC,

· Students in a DMin. program preparing for leadership in the Mennonite Church,

· Pastors who are seeking specialized training for ministry (e.g., interim ministry, spiritual direction, certificate in church conflict, clergy coaching),

· Assistance for continuing education/workshops will be considered for those without professional development funds, depending on the availability of funds,

Applicants will be active in or have been members of a Mennonite Church for at least one year.

Priority will be given to applicants who are pursuing theological/pastoral studies to prepare for or enhance their ministry. In most cases, the studies will lead to a degree or certificate. 

Application may also be made for assistance to take specialized courses or training that has been recommended by Leadership Council to help them qualify for or enhance their ministry in MCEC.

Priorities: To ensure that the fund will help to prepare leaders for the Mennonite Church and be accessible to those who most need it, priority will be given to applicants in this order: 

· Students in Mennonite/Anabaptist schools.

· Students in other institutions and preparing for leadership in the Mennonite Church, depending on availability of funds and approval of the program by the Area Church Minister.

Funds may also be used for students who, because of language or other considerations, require specialized programs.  Grants will be awarded on the basis of financial need and availability of funds.

Approved schools/seminaries/certificate programs
· Priority will be given to students taking seminary or graduate level courses at Mennonite schools such as AMBS, Conrad Grebel, Canadian Mennonite University, and Eastern Mennonite Seminary.

· Consideration will also be given to persons in degree programs at Tyndale Seminary, member colleges of Toronto School of Theology, Waterloo Lutheran Seminary, McMaster Divinity School or other theological schools, subject to approval of the Area Church Minister.

· Undergrad programs at Mennonite schools may be considered, subject to availability of funds and approval of the Area Church Minister.

· Undergrad programs at non-Mennonite schools may also be considered, subject to availability of funds and approval of the Area Church Minister.

· Persons enrolled in certificate programs developed in MCEC for pastors and lay leaders in MCEC churches may apply for tuition assistance.

Amount of grants:
· Students studying on a full time basis will normally be eligible for a grant up to 50% of tuition and books as estimated by the seminary/school/program.

· Consideration may be given for support of living costs where there is financial need, and especially for seminary or graduate students.

· Part-time students will normally be eligible for up to 35% of tuition and books as estimated by the seminary/school/program.

· Under special circumstances (e.g. financial need or certain required courses), applicants may qualify for up to 100% of tuition.

· Students are encouraged to apply for other scholarships and funds provided by the school, their local congregation, and wider church scholarship funds and educational grants.

· Applications are reviewed by the Area Church Minister and brought to the Leadership Council for consideration and approval.

· There will be a ceiling of $10,000 per student per program or degree. Priority will be given to students who have not received grants previously.

Additional Understandings:

· Grants for graduate or ministry students will become a repayable loan if the participant is not in a ministry role or credentialed in the Mennonite Church within three years of graduation. Determination of this is at the discretion of the Area Church Minister.

· Grants are always subject to the availability of funds.

· Requests for under $500 which fit the criteria for this Fund may be received via a simpler application process and approved by the Area Church Minister, in consultation with the MCEC Executive Minister or chair of the Leadership Council. These grants will be reported to the Council at their next regularly scheduled meeting.

With permission from the recipient, MCEC will announce the names of the recipients of support from this Fund as a way of promoting/thanking/informing its members on the use of their contributions to MCEC.

Applications are normally due to the MCEC office by January 15, April 30 or September 30.
If you receive over $500, a T4A will be sent to you and you must claim it as income.

lEADERSHIP FORMATION FUND:

Theological Leadership Development
Application for Financial Assistance over $500
Name:      







S.I.N.:            
Address:       
Postal Code:      
Email:       

Phone Number:      
Marital Status:      Single         Married        Number of Dependents (if applicable):      
Congregation:      
STUDY PLANS
Name of School/Seminary:      
Program/Area of Study:      
Study Period Date: Start       
End      

Full/Part Time:      
Number of Terms Previously Completed:      
Which area of church work are you specifically preparing for or most interested in? 
     
EDUCATIONAL HISTORY (list in chronological order)
	Name of Institution & Location
	Date Attended

From / To
	Field of Emphasis

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


EMPLOYMENT HISTORY (list in chronological order)

	
Name of Employer & Location
	
Date Employed

From / To
	
Position
	
Duties & 


Skills

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     


FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

Approximate costs in the school year for which you are applying: **

Tuition
     
Books
     
TOTAL






     
Statement of Financial Need: In a few sentences, explain your situation/need.

     
Other funds. Please note what other funding you have applied for/will be receiving. 

	Name of Scholarship/Grant/etc.
	Where From
	Applied/ Approved
	Amount

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     


Total Amount being requested from the Theological Leadership Development Fund:      
*Please include an estimated expense budget as supplied by the school. Funding will not be sent until original receipts have been received by the Leadership Administrative Assistant.
ADDITONAL COMMENTS:

     
I have read the Policy Statement and agree to the conditions outlined. I also confirm that the statements made on this application accurately reflect my present situation.

Signature of Applicant: ______________________________ Date:                 

Return completed document to Ellen Kim at ekim@mcec.ca or #201-50 Kent Ave. Kitchener, ON  N2G 3R1
Last Updated: March 14, 2017
Last Updated: September 5, 2019

